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PREFACE. 

I n  order to better inform my readers of my 
intontion for Writing a book, I will say before 
entering into the main body of the work, that  1 
have just returned from a long visit in the 
South, and Iiavc witnessed things which have 
occurred in the States late in Rebellion, and 
have kept a record of all, for tht interest of the 
Northern people, and also, t o  give in detail the 
present situation of the people who are living 
there. 
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Condition of the South, 

11,doc:it ioii  is the gwt aim of every 
true f h e r i c n n  citizen, 1will 6r.t inform 
you of its progress. The Soiltli has not 
had the m1T:mitageh to aid i!r thr clevel
opmtlnt of etlncation like the people of 
the North; hut it ha.: alway+ ljeen 
discouraged by tlie :wistocracj, of the 
South ; and in so doing they have 
deprii-ecl tlie poor white people of edu
cation and other intelligences, as well RS<> 

the  hlack man. But thev see that i p o 
ranee adds no credit to them, for in one 
of the cni:rts recclritly held in North 
Caroliiin a finaiicial case was before the 
court, and the jiiq- was composed of 
half \vhite am1 half black jurymen, and 
one out of the  twelve jurymen just made 
oiit to xmderstitnd the  speeches made t y  

! 
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6‘ YOU: i ~ ~ ea good i~cigro,and yciu may 
live 011 l i ly Iantl all your life-time.” 

That black inaii T\ ill n-01.k there for 
some time, am! makc one or two l~alesof 
cotton and give it to his niaster, as be 
call? him. to sell : and  he will sell it aoc! 
bring Tom; the good and  w a r t j  ~ l e g o ,  
what he X:te a milid tv. 

Well, sim e  clay Toni will IT& by the 
school-lionhe and have a word or two 
with the teacher. Toni will tell him 
about his cotton. The teacher will say, 
(i l�ow mluch cotton did you have ? ” 

“So much.” 
“Now iiiucli money did yon get?’’ 
Toil1 say¶, ‘‘I got fifty dollars,” 
‘me seGOo~teaclier .(Vill say, ‘6 18 that 

euld have more than that.” 

7% -x. <” * 
“ That is all that ?lielongs to VOIL ‘Porn, 
WKIt t M  YOU LO !’‘ 



i i  What, sir Z ” 
Thrtt, I did not give you all your .. 
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that he is as good as a white man. 
Well ,  n-e must run him away. Send 
him word to leave by Monday. If not, 
we will fix him. 

Monday has come-Tuesday has come. 
The nigger-school teacher has not gone 
yet. We must get together. [This is 
not tnilieci in the presence of Tom, b u t  
Toni is in the next room and hears it all.] 

‘( To~ii,you go and tell Mr. Brown 
and Xr. Bond to  come here, and on your 
way back go round by the Pugh Place 
and tell Mr. Pollock to  come, too, and 
bring every one that he can.” 

They will all meet and talk the mat
ter over, and agree to meet on Wednes
day night at  I@ o’clock, all dressed in mi
form, ready to cornniem*etheir secret mid-
night demonstration. They went t o  his 
home and took hini out, and tied a large 
rope round his neck, and he was seen 
down on his knees praying. But  the 
party who saw him was a colored man 
(in the  woods), and he says that he 
codd go to the spot where he was hung, 

.: 
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with his feet up, tied to the branch of’ 
an oak tree, and a log of woocl round 
his neck, and his tongue fi-om fire to 
seven inches out of his moiith. This 

i 	 punishment will be applied to that 
class of Northern people who will go 
South and settle, and have not received 
full information hov7 to  act. You know 

l it is an old saying, and a good one too,
I 

71-hen you are in Rome, act as a Ronian, 
and when you are in the South, you 
must act as a Southern man. TThatare 
these actions? Fimt, I mill say, you 

I must act with the majorit,y, let their 
: actions be good or bad. Yon mus t”  

1 

denounce all free schools for. white or 
black children. You must not come 
South and pay more for labor than the 
established price, which is all the \yay 
from five to ten dollars per nionth, but  
an extra good hand, who has rt1.uvaj.s 
been farming, may in some cased get from 
fifteen to sixteen dollars per 111011th. 
Never give a black man, or a poor white 
nmn who cannot read, any advice to post 
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themselves upon matters pertaining to 
their own melfare. Never speak a good 
word for New- England, brcanse her 
States demand human rights l~eforethe 
law, for all men. Newr say anything 
about Biinker Hill, because that is in 
Massachusetts. Never express your 110-
M e a l  opinion, let i t  be Et.pul)lican or 
Democratic, for we know that  both par-
ties wanted to niaintaiii tlic Union. 
And, above all, you miist hate niggera. 
Tliere has lieeii m m y  a good euterpris
ing Northern man driven from the newly 
established 2iomesteacl lwaiise he did 
riot know the existing cii~cninstaznces. 

<-This orgaiiization, known :is the '' In-
visible Empire," or Kn-Klus, dues exist 
in the Southern dtatcs, There is it num
ber of Northern 1)eople in both of the 
p o l i t i d  parties that have 1ii;xnifested a 
stroll; unldief  in regard t o  th r  Ku-
I<lnx Klms, but I will say it ~ v o r don 
:, 1-erified fact, mti truth, -which is 
to.clit\ lbei11y witiie tl b y  every peace
loi-iiic:inti iij)right(- i t iwi l .  xow 1wlievc 



i i i e ,  pleasr, foi. vvel.y word tliat I \{-ill 
say in the. follorring statements i.; :in 
experk need fact. 

First, 1will tell where t h t w  unlav ti11 
orpnizationz! mostly exist. They are in  
the sonthrvest part of North C~ro l i~ in 
rast  of' Mississippi, v-hile thcir head
(~uar te rsare in South Chrolina. Po that, 
they include the State at large and the 
norther11 parts of Georgia and Alahnnitt, 
Now what ale the duties that  t1ic.y are 
compelled to perform 1 ) ~:I su-orri oath, 
whicli is taken hefort. they  liave m y  
consultation with any mt-nil~ei*upon the 
subject of inemhership ? That organiz
ation is cwrnposecl of es-officers of the 
rebel arin)r-ssuch as Generals, Colonels, 
anci Captiins. ~ h are~ tliee leaders. 
This organization is formed the same as 
an arniy, and the common niemhers are 
compelld to obey the oiders of tlic 
oEcers as a soldier in the army, or any 
military orgaaizatioa i s  obliged t o  do. 
A n d  they have coiiimitted crimes of this 
and inariy other kinds unwitnessed by 
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any recorder, but him that looks on this 
movement with a perpetual eye of 
sagacity, and sees the works of the cn
jiist as well as the just, and d!render 
a verdict that is pre-eilzinmt to  any 
that man can render, TheT meet as I 
have above stated to you ; and in meet
ing they have some secret word t o  iden
tify their membership when they are in 
niaas. There was one in Ashville county, 
N. C., that f q o t  the secret, and the 
laws of the Ku-I<lus organization pro
vides that if any member forgets the 
secret he shall he punished. This one 
was tied t o  an oak tree and stayed there 
one day and a half, and some colored 
men were x d k i n g  in the woods and 
lieard hi.; CI'YS, and went t o  him and 
untied h im;  and then he told them the 
whole story. The colored people and 
white people, that \\-ere opposed to Ku-
Kluuism, then took hini to Raleigh, and 
there he got a hearing hefore the  federal 
conrt. H e  4 1  if tlit: c o i i r t  TVOIIICIlet 



t i cr i i  ;i?JOllt tlic. Ku-Klus,  nil(! his free
(10111 I \YM granted un;ier tliorr circuin
stanws. Arid hc n.eut  011 to tell t l l r  
iiitentions. 

i L  First,” he SCZJ-s,r i  the iuteiition is to 
o Jkeep t he  ~ t y C~OTI-II,and ~ T Y s ~make 

tiir (hi-kitt-ibtantl in the  fear of tlicir 
mastery a<tlity (lid hefore eniancip:ition. 
W e  must do a11 tha t  TW e m  to aicl eatclt 
other in 1;t~piiigblack nien t101v11, anti 
i i e ~ e r  gii  e tlieiii any inforiuatioii in 
regard to the political coriciitioii of the 
coiiiitry, or market pikes,  or any iiifor
iuatioii that Trill tend t o  proiiiote their  
welfare. TTTe are iiot to aitl R carpet-
bagger in getting ail oftice. W e  are to 
do a11 that we can in  making hazards 
for Nc )~*tlitwieinigrnnts.” 

H e  also toltl how iiiany l i d  beeu 
~ and h o ~ vkilled to his O T k u o ~ ~ ~ l e d g e ,  

they -\\-ere killetl-some havine heeu 
bnriit :ind some hung; some had  breu 
clrowiiecl, and others killed, some one 
way and some mother. These are some 
()f the ptyles of piiIiishnient inflicted, 

*2 




This organization ~ v o u l dha\ e spread 
iiito all of the Southern Statw, and been 
at  its highest ebb of mischief, had it ncrt 
ljeeii for the timely efforts of the Ku-
Klus Congressional Investigating Com
mittee to suppress the evil. Ant1 from 
the description and directions Siren by 
the above-mentioned peiw.~n,inside of 
two weeks the federal court was enabled 
to  secure, try, and sentence to  imprison
nieiit twenty-three of the oEenders. If 
there ic; any oiie that  is an unbeliever in 
regard tf)the existing Ku-Klns organiz
ation in the South, let  him go to the 
State Priwns of sonic1 of those States. 
In Rolwrtson coiiiity, N. C., and niany 
others, in c.oiisecliieiice of the 011t h w s  
esi&ig. t d  there, there ha.; not been it vote 
ca+t .ince the war, because the 7;oter.s 
stand in fear of the outrage4 made upon 
them 7,v thew Kii-Kliix. The la>\yew 
who ~’leacl the cases of tlie iyjust, a? 
well :is tlie just, art! oft-times conipelle(1 
to Ail) anct dodge tlie l’oiiits of law 
hecau+e,tliev ofteii fear. tho vengeance of 
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these organizatioiis. T'rrej keep away 
emigration and capital, which i.; needed 
in the Sonth more tlian anything a t  this 
time. 

ThtJ NoTth C t i ~ t ~ l i ~ ~Legidature ha.: 
hought an  action ac&st Gov. Holdin\i 


because lie or(1t:red the  arrest of Ku-
Klus w-liert.ve1. tlilcj. should lie found, 
ant1 consequently 11th w s p e n & d  thr .\nit 
of hcc6ms co?pus. The Legi.iJatw e  said 
it was nii act  of' rmcoiiititii'sion~~lityto 
the State. It v a +  iioi only detriiiieiital 
to  the gcrverninent, but it 11x5 uiiconsti
tiitional t o  the Ku-Klux. It' mas after
rv-nrds found th:i t tTT-enty illembers of the 
IAegislaturem r e  members of the Ku-
Klux organization. They were fbiind 
out G y  their demanding amnesty for 
Ku-Klus prisoners. 

\Thenever one of those rebel Generds 
rnaker a speech, he always speaks of the 
lost cause as if they ~ \ ~ o u l dconquer at 
some comiiig (lap. Of tl is they speak 
with confidence that they will regain the 
lost caiise. The farms are drclininp and 



D principallywowing up  into -~~-uodland, 
pine. Money is wanted very much in 
t81ieSotith, and the South will never rise 
from her depressed condition until peo
ple, especially capitalists, will go a i d  

settle there and maintain peace. 
X o  oiie can tell the crinies that :IT? 

committed upon the loyal people of t h e \  
South, hut one who has witnessed them 
all. A word in regard to tlic outlaws 
in Robertson Count)-, N. C. The Lowe
reys and their kin were superior in h m 
clicraft, personal bearing, arid beauty, to 
their yellow neighbors, and Tvere form
erly prosperous sl aveliolders. In 1S33 
the free blacks of Nortli Carolina ISWY 

deprived of the political nnd judicnl 
right.; tht-n :;rtl,nted to the wliites. They 
were t1ri.i-m to the wooct.; by the white, 
before the war. You know the white 
people o f  the South never did like free 
color*ed people ; m c Z  ttiej. liacl i m n  
treatetl io iuikincl by the n-liitr p e o ~ ~ l t ~  
bdorc  tlir W ~ J *  that, they \VPI'C otllig,rtd 



Lo resort to the WOO& so long as to 
become uncivilized. 

I ' Hoping that at some future clay I cxm 
bring better n e m  from the land of cor
ruption and poverty, I n-ill llring- this 
little hook to  n clew. 








